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----Sample Letter---- 
           Date 
Rep. Jim Matheson 
�������������������
"	��
�����#��$��%&�&  
 
Dear Representative Jim Matheson, 
 
 
I would like to take a minute and thank you for your work on the Northern Utah Airspace Initiative that was recently 
defeated. As a frequent user of the Wasatch Mountains, I value the quality of life and recreational opportunities that this 
area provides to residents of the Salt Lake Valley. While the threat of low-flying commercial jets seems to have been 
swept by the wayside, there are still a number of looming threats facing this magnificent area. 
 
As a concerned Utah citizen, I am writing to ask you to protect the Wasatch Mountains by sponsoring the Save Our 
Canyons Wasatch Wilderness Bill.   
 

·  Watershed:  The numerous pressures exhorted on this area are particularly ominous for our unprotected water 
supply.  The proximity of our beautiful landscape to such a large population increases the need for security of our 
water.  Save Our Canyons and the Salt Lake City Department of Public Utilities have developed proposed 
Wilderness additions to protect water quality for the residents in the valley below.    Wilderness Designation is the 
only permanent way to protect the watershed which we all depend upon. 

 
·  Habitat:  The Wasatch provides critical habitat for a variety of species.  Currently the wilderness boundaries are 

separated unnaturally and species are forced to stay within these fragmented borders.  Moose, black bear and 
golden eagles need migration room and the best way to accommodate for that is to extend the wilderness 
boundaries to assure ecological continuity.  Without permanent protection the populations of these are at risk of 
habitat destruction and degradation.   

  
·  Population Growth:  The population surrounding the Central Wasatch is rapidly increasing; the population for Salt 

Lake County is greater than 1 million people.  This natural area is now endangered by the urban populations 
encompassing it. The amount of visitors to the Wasatch Mountains have grown immensely and it is one of the 
most heavily used National Forests in the United States.  It is time we take protective measures to ensure this 
extraordinarily unique environment is kept pristine. 

 
Wilderness designation ensures the highest level possible of protection it is the only way to insure that this area is 
protected for generations to come.  As my representative in Congress, I am extremely happy to see you have taken great 
interest in environmental issues in the past.  I hope you continue your support on these issues and we as a community can 
work together in protecting our Wasatch Front. I encourage you to support the Wilderness Expansion Bill for the Central 
Wasatch. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
YOUR NAME 
Address, etc. 
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